TIPI LIVING
2-day workshop for a sacred space, facilitated by Mihail Kossev (mihailkossev.weebly.com)
PHILOSOPHY:

It is a good feeling when a group of people get together and build a dwelling with their combined efforts. It is the most ancient and simple way of solidifying community bonds – a way of forming a practical common goal, living simply and making connections along the way. The Native American tipi is a highly practical way to live outside. In fact, with it, aesthetics and function are one in the same. 

Tipis have an organic, healing shape. The circle bottom lends itself easily to communal gatherings. One is comfortably protected from the cold and wind, yet contact with the Earth is remains. The boundaries between indoors and outdoors are blurred in a way where the pleasures of each are enhanced. It is no longer a matter of getting closer to nature, but an experience as a part of the whole web of life. 

At night, the flames of the fire dance along the fabric with the shadows of the people huddled within. They sing songs, tell stories and enjoy each other’s company. Tipis can be fantastic weekend experiences, as well as homes that extend across the seasons. They can be used to house volunteers and guests on land where there is no other infrastructure… they can be a temporary tool for fairs, festivals, parties… the uses for a tipi structure are abundant.
This workshop offers the materials, practical knowledge and experience for this simple and practical way of providing a comfortable space outdoors. It provides the host organization with its own custom design canvas and ropes for use in the future. Participants enjoy spending time outdoors, learning about survival and bonding with nature. The event itself is an opportunity for exchange of stories and ideas among people who seek to rebalance their relationship to the natural world.
OUTCOMES:

For the Host Organization…
· Custom-designed canvas and ropes

· A focused course or event that appeals to a wide range of interests

· Networking 

· A small profit from the participation fees

For the Participants…

· An educational experience about observing nature
· Networking

· A weekend getaway in a really cool way

PROGRAM:

DAY 1 – 

Morning: 

· Arrival

· Discussion of history and theory

· Experiencing and surveying the landscape

· Studying the trees and collecting the wood

· Discussing tipi placement

Afternoon: 

· Setting up the tipi

· Processing the experience and discussing variations in tipi designs

· Making a fire without a lighter or matches
· Cooking a meal
· Storytelling and songs

Evening:

· Sleeping in the tipis

DAY 2 –

Morning:

· Wilderness awareness

· Introduction to patterns in nature
· Time for reflection
Afternoon:

· Departure…

· OR program extension based on addition themes, ideas, objectives for this workshop
MATERIALS:

Tipi Structure:

Tipi poles
(provided by host)
Tipi fabric and thread (provided by Mihail)
Tipi Interior:

Firewood / rocks

Rugs and pillows for comfort

Kitchen materials

For each participant:

Warm clothes

Sleeping bag
Pen and paper
Flashlight

FEES:

Host organization may charge participants whatever they want for the workshop. They can even choose to waive the fee and cover the costs themselves. The host organization is responsible for transportation costs to/from Plovdiv, Bulgaria and purchases the custom canvas and rope materials brought over from there. The course fee is included in the price of the materials, the sizes of which are listed below. 

3 meter in height – 480 euro

6 meter in height – 800 euro

Poles must be found locally and purchased separately by the hosts.
Number of maximum participants may vary upon the size of the tipi purchased and how many people want to spend the night. 

Tipi canvas may be purchased and shipped independent of the workshop at a cheaper rate. Please use contacts below for more details on prices.

HOW TO ORGANIZE THIS WORKSHOP?
Send an email with the following information to mihail.kossev@gmail.com
1. Name and location of project

2. Size and purpose of desired tipi

3. Suggested dates for the workshop and/or delivery of tipi fabric

Once you get in contact, we will collaborate on logistics such as dates, marketing, workshop extension ideas and common goals. 
Payment: a 50% deposit is requested at least one month prior to the desired delivery, while the remaining 50%+transport costs can be paid upon arrival.
